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* Does God have a face?

As a believer, | would like to think He does.

The image of God has been distorted and lampooned by Hollywood, Madison
Avenue, and even religious sites like the Sistine Chapel.

God is portrayed as cartoonish in both appearance and demeanor — glowing on a
mountain top in knee-deep fog with a long white beard and flowing robes, or
shooting lightning bolts from his outstretched hands in a bout of furious rage.
The God of Scripture however, is a bit more difficult to decipher. Here, God is
found in pillars of fire, the wind, thunder, smoke, a bush, a dove, walking the earth
in human form, or standing with faithful friends in a flaming furnace.

In the Bible, when God appears to men, they fall upon their faces in fear.

So how are we supposed to see God now?

How are we to imagine an omniscient Creator who existed before time began?

Who should | “see” when | pray?

In the Old Testament, God is known by terms like El Roi — “God who sees”, and
Jehovah Shammah — “God who is there”.

Yet, we are told God is both being and spirit.

"God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship
in the Spirit and in truth."
—John 4:24

"I"So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them." —
Genesis 1:27

A face belongs to a being. A being experiences emotions, speaks, listens,
watches, gathers His council about Him, and sits on a throne. A being would be
described as “long-suffering, slow to anger, and abounding in love.” A being is
a king, a judge, and a father.

A spiritis...(I'll let you answer that for yourself.)

But God is not merely a being. God is the One from whom all being derives.

“In him we live, and move, and
have our being.”
- Acts 17:28

According to Scripture, God’s face must not be made into an idol-image,
neither be looked upon directly. One is forbidden by law, the other results in
immediate death.

"So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,
'It is because | saw God face to face, and
yet my life was spared."
-Genesis 32:30
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God has no human form we can perceive. And yet, we long to see His face. What Scripture

forbids us to see, we spend our lives longing, in faith, one day to behold. "Anyone who has seen me has

seen the Father."
-John 14:9

“The LORD make his face shine upon

thee, and be gracious unto thee.” . s . .
- Numbers 6:25 The light of God’s glory appears in the face of Jesus Christ who came to stand

before us divine yet real - the invisible made visible.

WORD ON THE WORD: "..the radiance of God'’s g/ory and the
The Hebrew word for “face” is Panim (pronounced: pah-NEEM) - exact representation of his being."
more a verb than a noun. Not merely the front of the head but a =ehrewsit
“turned-towardness”. The terms “face” and “presence” are not

separate ideas in Hebrew - to be before someone’s face is to be

exposed to their attention, favor, judgment, or intimacy.

Through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, we can now look into the eyes of God,
hear His words, know His will, and follow His way.

He became one of us so we could see Him, know Him, and ultimately, become

God is not absent from His creation. He is set apart. In our detachment, we wish to like Him.

return to the time before the expulsion from the garden when we walked together with

Him in the cool of the day.

God wishes to be seen without overwhelming us. And so, He reveals Himself to us “This is my Son, whom | love; with him |
through His law, His creation, His book, and His promises. am well pleased. Listen to him!”

- Matthew 17:5
God revealed Himself by sending His own Son, Jesus Christ.

www.bookofbigquestions.com




fa] WHEN ong DREAMS (oa_ F&&T;) oF eARh 4 * S
CoMS ERS How ONE '44\1 BE TUPGED m THE EYES of 6:' JS
2 o
EMEMBER wiAT Tesus sap...

—~—

T Recews Nor HoNoR FRIM M **
~gHh 5 H

o] Wi e (wsidge T UFE OF Jogus T 15 EASY ® BE
OVERCOME WiTH SHAME .

L> [T {5 MORE DIFE(CYLT , BUT MARE APPROPRIATE, TD
Be overcoME N GRATITUDE .

L—*J;asuf DIED FoR OUR SINS, YES.

L;@W Sesus ALSD EMAN ATES
A LOVE Foe s T
WE (ANNOT FOR ODURSE LVES.

i Dl o

4 o sove MEN £EEM HOLY BY NATURE.

2 ® OMMER MEN MusT CUMB STEEP HILLS o ARRIVE AT LY.
3 = o oifee MEM FAW IND DEEF PITS OVER AND OUER-
BUT SoMerow MAMGE TO DRAG THEMSELVES D THLY,

4 & pnp THEN THECE ARE MEN (WD WRESTLE ENERY SELonP
Wit EVERY MUSCLE AND EVERY OUNCE of MmD 1N
SILENCE HopiNg ONE DAY To pRRIVE AT A PLACE
THEY CAw- HoLY.

A small PRAYEK’-;\\—
* Oh o see thy face 0 Lord.”

—

[a] 1N THE TENT 6R THE TEMPLE , THE (AVE AND THE CATHEDRAL , GOD pweuls .

e
N0 nan can v 10 Me , excerr TrE
EaTHER WehoH BATH SENT ME DRAW HiM.
- TN 6

def= HELKVO : [cﬂhﬂq +o deaw of to dfatj

0. How wes 6op orew v5 0 i ?
\Z:%a e *enea- e ot corm AL

THE SPRIT ARRIVES AND .. .

@ v rovowae o skl STRTE Ay R
NEED 0F & -ShVIbR. .

5, H\s CMLING )!

{ |

- AR croosig ! o WE ExPeRienice k PREVDUSL| UNKNOWN

C i INTEREST IN SPRITUKL- THINGS . WE BEGIN
Hsoong |

0 DISERN SPIRITVAL TRVIS THAT NEVER
__________________ MADE SENSE TV US BEFORE .

(AE ARE LoanTED 4 NEW HEART TWAT
pesipes 70 now HiM | opey thu, m
WAL (N THE NEWNESS oF LFE He tA<
peomcsen.

Efm- “Gof QuesTions : WAL D0Es [T MEAN P Gop Deaws vS To SALVATI ?]

(2] TE WORDS oF TRUMH ARE THE HEAVIEST BY AL MEASURE.
s THeY BEAR A BURDEN, BuT Buitd STRENETH ovER TIME.

Ly MANN THINGS HAVE TRUTH, BUT ONLY ONE THING LS TRVIH -~ GOP.
o
ﬂ@ 000

L @OD (5. GOD WiLL GE , ALWAYS. TMMUTAFLE .
Ly GOD Is PERFECT, mIeHTERUS:

Ly GOD I8 LIGHT. GOb 15 LOVE.

BoBQ-Vol. 9 pg. 111-112

wiww.bookofbigquestions.com




	June 2026
	Q:
	Does God have a face?
	As a believer, I would like to think He does.
	The image of God has been distorted and lampooned by Hollywood, Madison Avenue, and even religious sites like the Sistine Chapel.
	God is portrayed as cartoonish in both appearance and demeanor – glowing on a mountain top in knee-deep fog with a long white beard and flowing robes, or shooting lightning bolts from his outstretched hands in a bout of furious rage.
	The God of Scripture however, is a bit more difficult to decipher. Here, God is found in pillars of fire, the wind, thunder, smoke, a bush, a dove, walking the earth in human form, or standing with faithful friends in a flaming furnace.
	In the Bible, when God appears to men, they fall upon their faces in fear.
	So how are we supposed to see God now?
	How are we to imagine an omniscient Creator who existed before time began?
	Who should I “see” when I pray?
	In the Old Testament, God is known by terms like El Roi – “God who sees”, and Jehovah Shammah – “God who is there”.
	Yet, we are told God is both being and spirit.
	A face belongs to a being. A being experiences emotions, speaks, listens, watches, gathers His council about Him, and sits on a throne. A being would be described as “long-suffering, slow to anger, and abounding in love.” A being is a king, a judge, and a father.
	A spirit is…(I’ll let you answer that for yourself.)
	But God is not merely a being. God is the One from whom all being derives.
	According to Scripture, God’s face must not be made into an idol-image, neither be looked upon directly. One is forbidden by law, the other results in immediate death.
	June 2026


	Q:
	“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”  – Matthew 17:5
	www.bookofbigquestions.com

	BoBQ-Vol. 9 pg. 111-112

